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REFLECTIONS 
Sond ON THE | 


PR ESE NT WAR, * 


geseg OTHING is more true, not 
Fs N 8 more eaſily proved by innume- 
NS 2 8 rable Examples, than that Pre- 
8 judice has at all Times, like a falſe Mir- 
rour, inverted, magnified or extenuated 
at Pleaſure, Objects and Facts, which at 
other Times, when uninfluenced by that 
magick Paſſion, would glare upon us in 
4 B their 
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their native Colours. Every ohe is deſi- 
rous of excepting himſelf, but there is 
not one amongſt us, who could not rea- 
dily point out many Inſtances of this a- 
mongſt his Friends and Acquaintance, 
whoſe Reaſon he has ſeen betrayed by this 
Kluding Paſſion. Extending our Views 


from private to publick Scenes, we ſhall 


find whole Nations; at other Times re- 


markable for Candour and Juſtice, under 

the ſame baneful Influence; a Diſtemper 
the more difficult to root out, as almoſt 
the very firſt Symptoms of it ſtop our Ears, 
to every Argument that might undeceive 
us. The Feaver muſt be paſt its Height 
before any Remedies will take effect: Per- 
haps there never was a Period in our Hiſ- 
tory, wherein an impartial Obſerver would 
point out ſo many, and ſuch ſtrong In- 

ſtances of national Prejudices ſo long kept 


, 


EXE 


up, as have prevailed amongſt: us ſinoe 

the Commencement. of the preſent, War. 
Our natural Sincerity makes us perhaps 

ther Nation: A Miniſter may for a Time, 
be allowed to fan the Fire, which is often, 
neceſſary: to bim, even beyond its juſt 
Bounds:; but the ſame Hand which Kine 
 dlesthe Flame, ſhould likewiſe, when the, 
chief Object is attained, at a proper. Time 
reſtrain its Ardour. At all Times the 
Man of Candour cannot, methinks, with- 
out Regret, ſee his UTI agcuſed 


out Diſtiaai ion, the mol injurious and ops 
probious Language on every Action of our 
Enemy 's Conduct, whilſt they ſhameleſsly 
extol the very ſame or worſe in their al- 
ly.; While he approves the Alliance with 
| Pruſſia, he will not think it neceflary to 
B2 take 


5 141 
tike Part in What may be blameable; in 
— dry be urhufkiftable in our Ally. 
Te praſe br Viipraile' with” Jaltibe; we” 
{uld felt 'cbnfider in what Liglit we 
(618 bids the fame Akad in dür ene 
mies; and where it ib probable our 
Priendſbips and Enmities may in Time 
be changed; it is ſti more incunibent on 
us, if 'we would: avoid the Rep of 
me inconfiderate Paſſion, | B 


w 


Aeta me have made 
Pruffia our Ally; thoſe removed, our In- 
 fereſt will ſtand as before: Great Conqueſts | 

by Priffia could alone confirm it on a 
laſting Footing ; at preſent it is evident 
to impartial. Reflection, that however 
| furprizing, however glorious for the King 
of Pts his Victories have been; how- 
ever great he has ſhewn himſelf in nt. 
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cating-himiſelf almoſt beyond Belief, du 
col Difficulties in which ſome Checks; and 
even” Defeats; hive involved him; it 18 
yet evident, 1 ſay, that though He hold 
remain in Poſſeſfion of Siga, he mut 
Aill be at the End of the War more ek 
hauſted than his Antagoniſt, The extort- 
ed Aſſiſtance of Saxony excepted, His Sub- 
jectb have alone bben oblliged to appaſe, | 

on all Sides, the confederhte Artnies ö 
the Empire; Autrid, Sweden, and 6f 
Hunte, for à Time: Their joint Loſſes 
have probably been much greater than 
his, but he muſt have loſt infinitely more 
Men than any one of them taken fepa- 
rately : His Domigions: cortpoſed . chiefly 
of countries deprived of commercial Ad- 


. wantages, and whoſe Soil is naturally in- 


grate, will, in conſequence of this 'Depd- 
pulation, remain many Years in a State of 
Languor 


oe ] 
| Languor-and Weakneſs; and like Sweden, 


after having made Efforts for ſome Time, 
far beyond its natural Strength, fink a- 
gain into a petty State. His Enemy's 
Territories, more rich and fruitful, will 

much ſooner recover the Loſſes ſuſtained | 
in this inveterate War: In a few Years 


dhe old Jealouſies between France and 


Auſtria will probably be revived; and as 
Prufia's only Hopes and Fears muſt ariſe 
from the Auſtrian Power, he muſt and 
will undoubtedly again throw himſelf into 
the Arms of France, his old and natural 
Ally. Whenever this happens (as no 
doubt it will in the Courſe of not many 
Years), it is to be wiſhed for the Honour 
of this Nation, that we be not as ready to 
blacken even beyond Reaſon thoſe very 
Actions, as we now are to extol them, 


inn 
* thee Crnfiltncy 
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How differently will fablided A a 
ſities and Peace preſent that Monarch to 
our View ? The great, the good, the 
magnanimous , the Proteſtant King of 
Pruſſia, will then want Something more 

| deciſive to ſupport ſuch high Pretenſions. 
As well as his own Subjects we ſhall be- 
gin to find we have purchaſed his Glories 
at too high a Price: But when we ſee 
him again united to our Enemy, will he 
be exempt from a like Reverſe in our O- 
pinions, as the Queen of Hungary has 
been ſubject to. Even his moſt ſanguine 
Admirers would then perhaps ſee in a dif- 
ferent Light, as well his paſt Conduct, as 
what would then occur to their Cenſure. 
They would then perhaps begin to ſur- 
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"miſe," that that Prince's Zeal for the Pro- 
teſtant Cauſe, (if however it -betrye that 
he ever pretended it) was at leaſt ſubſer- 
vient to his Ambition, if not merely a 
' Cloak to it. They would then perchande 
reflect that ape who after the moſt 
-foleinrr Treaties, was not aſhamed' to 
break through the Tha of Oaths and 
Promiſes, not onbe, but 1 twice, within the 
Bpabe of four Years, is not entitled to im- 
Plicit Belief, when he aſſerts upon pre- 
ſumptire Evidence only (fot the Papers 
found at Dreſden" prove no more than a 
* Uefthlive Alliance) that the blackeſt Con- 
Tpirkey- 1 was formed to ftrip him of His 
Dominion by his enterprizing Neigh- 
? ours, whom Facts plainly ſhewed ndt 
even foffcientl prepared to defend them- 
a> Facts conſidered coolly will then 
* appear "ich ſtubborn Evidenexs, 


191 
outweigh. 2" 120 8 Sein, 2 
Tuar very Year in which che general 
Attack was to have been made on his 
Dominions, Aufria and Saxtny. had not 
in Germany 100,000. men, and. thoſe. dif- 
perſed; and certainly their Dominions re- 
quire little leſs in Times of the 'profound- 
eſt Peace. Ruffid had not 20, oo0 within 
an hundred leagues of his Territories, and 
thoſe too muſtered to fulfil its Engage- 
ments with England: But the Prince who 
thus trembled for his Throne, had: daily 
increaſed. his forces fince the laſt Peace, 
and had then actually 180,009. of the 
beſt diſciplined Troops in Europe, en- 
camped round his Capital, and ready to 


mmirch at a Day's Warning; 4 Number fo 
Fat! from proportioned to the Extent of 
1487 1 5 . 
3 C his 
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His Dominions, that were they to remain 
inactive, his whole Revenues could not 
long ſupport them; nor his whole terri- 
tories ſupply with Recruits which 'natural 
death would make neceflary, without be- 
ing 1 in the Courſe of a no * 


Tur hoſtile manner in which . 
e the moſt Proteſtant Country 
of all Germany); his ſeizing upon that 
whole Country, its Revenues, and its 
Troops, notwithſtanding the Offer of a 


Neutrality, which at firſt he ſeemed only 


to deſire, together with all reaſonable Se- 
curity for his free Paſſage (which, by the 
bye, did not appear ſo abſolutely neceſſary 
to the Poſſeſſors of Siiga): Theſe, and 
many other as extraordinary Proceedings, 
may then, I fay, ſtrike us in a different 
Light. 


[ uw ] 


Light. What hall we ſay of his forcing - 
that unhappy People, without Reſpect to 
Perſons or Ranks, to ſerve in his Armies 
againſt their Sovereign, their Friends, and 
Allies? What ſhall we ſay of the unpre-- 
cedently cruel Methods of driving them 
into this cruel Servitude, and detaining 
| them there? Of before unheard of Exac-: 
tions, as arbitrarily levied ? Of merchants. 
Books and Papers ſeized, and themſelves. 
caſt into Dungeons, to ſqueeze the laſt 
Penny from them? Will the giving up 
Bamberg to the Merey of his licentious 
Soldiers, for two ſucceſſive Days, at ſtated, 
Hours, with all the Calmneſs of the moſt 
bloody Tyrant, upon the moſt frivolous 
| Pretext, then appear juſtifiable? Or ra- 
ther will it not appear an Act of the moſt; 
deliberate Barbarity ever exerciſed amongſt 
Chriſtians ? Shall we then think the un- 
C2 autho- 
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anthorized: Exceſſes of a ſtw Cuſachi, in a 
few Villages (ſome of whom we know to 
have been rigorouſly puniſhed for it), out- 
weigh the ſuccefiive and more cruel, as 
well as more extenſive, Devaſtations of ſo 
many Provinces by royal Command? The 
unhappy Neceſſities of War, might ' per- 


*  hnp#have juſtified the Governors of D- 


an and Torgau, determined to defend 
their Poſts to the laſt, in burning the 
Suburbs of thoſe Towns; but within fer 
Hours after thoſe noble Feats, they quiet- 
ly ſurrendered to the firſt Summons. A- 
wakened from our preſent Prejudices, 
while we continue to admire the extenſive 
Genius of the great General, we may per- 
Haps find ſufficient Reaſon to diminiſh our 
Opinion of the Man; and the mean Ne- 
venge he took. on the Houſes of Count 
OO "OY — make us queſtion- 


2 whether 
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whether he even poſſeſtis all the Quali- 
ties of x Hero. Such are the Sentiment 
vrith Regard to that Monarch's Conduct, 
which perhaps even his moſt ſanguines 
Admirers will ſcarce defend themſelves 
from, as ſoon as he ſhall again became 
the Ally of France, and conſequently 


328 Wo adit, An A 
By what I have ſaicd, my Readers will 
poſſibly pronouner we in pen and de- 
clared Enemy to our prefent Mæaſures 
and Alliances. But I muſt tell them; 
that though I do not doubt the Prudence 
of the Motives which induced our Rulers 
to enter into this Connection with Prigſia, 
1 cannot think it neccfary to extol his 
every. Action at the Expence of Truth 
and Juſtice; much leſs can I think it in- 
cumbent. on us to. faaißce Conqueſta, 
Y which 
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which our own Abilities properly exert- 
ed, have won us, in Compliance with 
the Ambition or Obſtinacy of a Prince, 
who muſt neceſſarily in a few Vears re- 
turn to the Alliance of our greateſt e- 
nemy. 01598 ig) en nod 28 ne 
heour 21000... bas wen ze + mn 

I am indeed perſuaded that the Cir- 
cumſtances of our Affairs at that Time 
required our accepting of that Alliance, 
which neither the general Biaſs of our 
Intereſt, nor perhaps even Choice made 
our Miniſtry inclined to. It ſhould. 
ſeem at leaſt; their Sentiments were dif- 
ferent, when a little before a ſtrict Alli- 
ance. was renewed at Hanover with Au- 
feria and Ruſſia, preſumptively at leaſt 
apainſt that very King of Pruſia; and 
by which a Body of Ruffians, (whoſe In- 
troduction into Germany we have ſince 


ſo 


* 


10 
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ſo much exclaimed againſt) were actu- 
ally pre- ingaged in our Service. With- 
out pretending to be in the Secret, one 
may at leaſt venture to form — 
| Conjedtures on'the/Motives which then 
| induced the two Powers to adopt a 
Syſtem ſo contrary to their former al 
nes. 22753 W vg 1 


- The King of Pate was at "4 
Time at the Head of the moſt formid> 


able and beſt diſciplined: Army, 

ante by te ecco 
4 ene e himſelf, the great- 
8 of them all. His enemies 
Fa; Wend e unprepared; Elated 
yi. the Proſpect of the Succeſs ſuch 

as Army-raight promiſs hin prope 
tionable Funds ſecured, 4 want 4 
to ſecute his Superiority, Should Eng- 
lend 
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and ſupport Anis, (as it certainly 
would have dofie; had he continued in 


the Alliance” of Franct) he knew the 
Queen's vaſt -Dominions ; rouzed by 
Britiſh Gold, would ſooner- ot later 
ſupply her with Forces to oppoſe his 
Progrefs, whilſt his own: would drin- 
dle away for want of that main Spring 


of War. Hanover too lying ſo near 


his Territories might prove « dangerous 
n France 
lay a at a rs BIEN 3 
ture pectin * 
the prudent MotiZves, which induced 
that Politick Monarch ſo une xpectedly 
to offer us lis Alliance. * 

e 11077 ee eee 11 odor 


vaſion i in Conſequence of our Quarrels | 
wich France; Juſlice required of us not 
to ſuffer it to be made the Victim of 4 
Wat, which ſolely. belon ged to England, 
Pruſſia, as a Neighbour, was a danger- | 
ous Enemy, and if ſucceſsful elſewhere, 
(of which he no doubt took ſome Pains 
to evince the Probability) might be a 
no leſs powerful Support: Theſe per- 
haps, and many other Conſiderations, 
| made it prudent to accept the profered 
F riendſhip of a Prince, who muſt other- 
wiſe be. an Enemy much to be 7 4 
ed. We ourſelves were at that 

ful Period ſeized with ſuch a Panick, 
as required the Support (however i ima- 
Barr). of a foreign Alliance. EN 


a , * 


| Circumſtances are now once = 
'D happily 
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E ab and it is 
but Miniſters to conſider a-new, whe: 
ther the Proſecution of the War in Cons 
Tequelice of that Alliance (farther than 

«juſt Fidelity requires, which ſhould 
| ever be ioviolable) may not prove more 
prejudicial than cond ucive to the Intereſt 
of t this Nation. 2 ti is faid (how true 3 
know, not) that whilſt « our Affairs were 
| fil i in a languiſhing Poſture, a Conven- 
tion was entered into with Pruſſa, not 
to make peace without his abſolute Con- 
{ent and Concurrence. It was likewiſe 
added, that that Monarch at firſt poſi- 
tively. refuſed to, bind himſelf down to 
ſuch Articles ith a People, whoſe real 
Force was to be exerted on an Element 
on which he could neither aſſiſt, nor 
be affiſted by them ; but that after re- 
; peated inſtances 4 670,000 had pre- 
It: | vailed 


bo 


vailed. over thoſe Scruples. Seba Re. 


port ſcems to have been meant to inſi · 


nuate to the Publick, that we have for- 
mally bound ourſelves to be dependent 
on the Caprices or Fortunes of that 
Prince. It is uſual with confederate 
Princes at War to oblige themſelves re 


| ciprocally not to treat with the Enemy 
clandeſtinely or ſeparately, but to offer 


Peace conjointly, and ſupport as much 


as may be each others Claims, With- 


out ſuch an Agreement no Confidence 
could ever ſubſiſt amongſt Allies: But 


it never can be ſuppoſed that the one 


ſhould be under an Obligation of ſacri- 
ficing at a Treaty, the Conqueſts it may 


have made, to repair the Loſſes of the 


other; much leſs can it be expected, 
when they are chiefly ſuppoſed | to act 


od en Elements. No one certainly . 


* 


4 * 0 
0 
* — * . — 
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can 1 Miniſter, who now 
fits at the Helm, capable of ſubjecting 
us without Neceſſity to any unufual 
Clogs with a new, and 1 think I may 
ty, temporary Ally, whoſe Policy he 
zs too well acquainted with, to imagine 
him romantick enough to refuſe an ad- 
; vantageous Offer, to repair any Loſſes 
we might have fuſtained, where his 
Arms could be of no Affiſtance to us. 
As it is nioreover highly probable, that 
the next War will fee bim again united 
. to bis old and natural Ally, would it 
not be a til] greater Folly in us to en- 
large or indemnify his Territories at the 
Expence « of our own ? We have hither- 
to faithfully adhered to all the Engage- 
ments we can with Propriety be ſup- 
poſed | to have entered i into, by generouſ- 
ly granting him the, largeſt Subſidy, I 


believe, 


152700] 


believe, ever paid to any foreign Prince, 
and recently, by « conſiderable Rein- 
forcement of Men, even at the Riſk of 
our Army, for whoſe Safety, when thus 
weakened, we have no other Depen- 
dance than the ſuperior Capacity of its 
Leader, and the uncommon Puſillani- 
mity of the French. Whatever Diſaſt- 
ers may yet befal him, our powerful In- 
terpoſition at a Treaty will, no doubt, 
be able to oblige bis enemies, already 
| tired with a ruinous War, to conſent 
to reaſonable Terms: More we —_ 
not ys nor he  ExpeRt. | A OP 

>'\ Yar" 
There is one Method, however,; 
which occurs to me (though ſuch only 
as are long converſant in the Affairs of 
Europe, can with Authority decide in 
ſuch Matters) which might perhaps 
conciliate 
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conciliate our Engagetnents with that 
Prince, both with our preſent and fu- 


and Propoſals are daily offered to the 
Publick for a future Peace, this perhaps 
_ Flag fir. at leaſt to en in 55 


1 to what Part 40 our = or | 
Wi eft-Indian Conqueſts it behoves us to 
retain, or what, a prudent Moderation 
ſhould incline us to reſtore, I think has 
already been diſcuſſed with lo much E- 
legance and Juſtneſs, by the Author of 
a late ſenſible Letter to tuo Great Men, 
that I ſhall not venture to ſaꝝ any Thing 
on that Head. What I would ſuggeſt, 
is, that ſomething ſtill greater than the 
Preſervation of our Ally from impend- 
ing tuin, might perhaps be demanded, 
as 


© 
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aa Price of har ue hal think dan 
OY to reſtore.” VIS Ky 
V 38 250i $d-toim 

kent ene FOR 
Power capable of reſtraining and keep · 
ing in awe the Ambition of France, and 
ſet Bounds to that Thirſt of Conqueſt, 
more: or leſs, the; abſolute Sovereigns of 
ſo rich and powerful a Monarchy, whoſe 


numerous Nobility knows no other Syſ- 
tem of Life than that of War. When- 


ever there is any Rivality, in Germany, 
as. all are too poor to carry on 2 War 
with their on Revenues, the one will 
always adhere to England, whoſe Inter- 
eſt in that Caſe is to aſſiſt the ſtrongeſt; 


and the other of courſe ſeck Support 
15 . rer invariable Nane 


. 
N [ S 7 16VE 
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— 
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lieus one, as underhand to deſtroy both. 
Experience has ſhewn us, that unleſs 
counter- balanced at vaſt Expence of 
when joined: even by a -ſcnall Pert of 
—_ is an over match for the reſt. 
only by ——— 
Sovernment, cannot re deen 
* Truth, r fo ones een 
. ih n I 1121 
es eee e we then can 
render to Europe and ourſelves; would 
be to find ſome Method of terminating 
thoſe Jealouſies and Contentions which 
have always ſubſiſted between the rival 
Powers of that Empire, by making it 
the moſt immediate and preſent Intereſt 
of al to check for the Future the over- 
zal 5 grown 


[ 251 
giown Power of France, which has hi- 
therto been the only Gainer by their 
Diſputes: | If this too could be the 
Means of bringing this ſanguinary War 


to a ſpeedier Concluſion, it would ftill 


be more worthy of the humane Policy 
of Great Britain. | 


10 compaſs this great End, 1 mould 
propoſe that in Exchange for Sileſia, 
the great Objet of the Queen of Han- 
gary's Views, which the King of Pruſſia 
thould cede with all his Claims and Pre- 
tenfions to her, together with ſome rea- 
ſonable Indeinnification which can ſcarce- 
ly be refuſed. to Saxony, the Empreſs 
Queen ſhould make over to him all 
her Poſſeſſions i in the Netherlands; ; Ter- 
ritories fully equal i in value. This Ex- 
change will no doubt at firſt Sight ap- 
E pear, 
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pear ſtrange, and perhaps not practica - 
ble; but if duly conſidered, it might 
not be fo, difficult to bring about, if 
Great Britain, in her preſent. trum 
phant * ſhould Griouſly make 


ua eint. 


10 vi i wail ils ; 

Ko . 
Hlanders, thang in itſelf ſo rich fa 
Country, has bitherto, I believe, if Ac- 
eompts were fairly ſtated, been of little 
or no Advantage to the Allie, Fami- 
ly. Disjointed by ſo great a Diſtance 
from the larger and more valuable Do- 
minions of that Houſe, it has ſerved 
only to -embroil it in unequal Conteſts 
With France, and has often endangered 
its total Ruin. With! a View of mak- 
ing, if not an immediate, at leaſt a fu- 
ture Conqueſt of thoſe long d- for Pro- 
vinces ir was, that Pen ſo eagerly 


% 


pr” 
_ 


joined 
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Joined, to diſtnember the Dominions of 


the preſent Queen of Hungury, and by 
no means out of pure Friendſhip to 
the Elector of Bavaria; and for thi 
End ſhe knows they wilt again, after 
ſome Years of Peace, encourage the 
King of Pruſfe to attack her. Nay, if 
in Conſequence of the preſent Syſtetn 
of Alliance, they ſhould take her Part 
in another War, the knows ſhe muſt 


_ ail, by new Ceflions there, "Pen 
meme, 


— extends the . n of 


Bobemia and Moravia, and joins on to 
Hungary, and with the other prey 
Dominions would form one compact 
and extenſive Kingdom, ſecured from 
the Enterprizes of her preſent Compe- 

titor, whoſe Attention would be drawh 


=— elſe- 
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elſeybere. That Princeſs would ſoon 
- find herſelf more powerful by the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of ſuch well- united Territories, 
undiſturbed by Inroads and Hoſtilities, 
than by richer ſcattered Provinces; on 
all. Sides claimed and envied by powers | 

ful Neighbours. On the other Hand; 
5 her moſt ſanguine ExpeQations fo often 
diſappointed in the preſent War, during 
which the Pruſſian Monarch, .notwith- 
ſtanding repeated Nins has a irn 


E e 


8 ad the Vadour and Confidenbe 
of his Troops, as ever to keep his Vic- 
tors in awe, and leaye the Fate of Si- 
Ef as yet far from decided; ſhould have 
by this Time convinced the Empreſs 
Queen; that the Ceſſion of a diſtant, 
and to her unprofitable Territory, is 
perhaps yet che cheapeſt Rate at which 
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ſhe can purchaſe that valuable Province. 
Nay, it is probable ſhe is already ſatis- 

| fied of the ſuperior Value of Silefia to 
her; if, as it is confidently. reported; 
ſhe has already agreed to yield a conſi- 
derable Part of Flanders to her old; and 
as long as ſhe retains any of it, ſtill 
ſecret Enemy, to procure their precari- 
ous Aſſiſtance towards re-conquering Si- 
a. Theſe, or ſuch like Arguments, 
properly and forcibly urged, the already 
experienced Uncertainty of the Events 
of: War againſt a daring and undiſmayed 
Antagoniſt ; ' her Inability, from the 
diſtreſſed State of her Finances, of pro- 
tracting it, ſhould her firſt Efforts. in an 
enſuing Campaign, be baffled or delay- 
ed. Theſe, I ſay, may reaſonably be 
ſuppoſed to carry ſufficient Weight with 
them, to make that Princeſs hearken 
2 "a 
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te ſuch Overtures, which tend to put 
her in Poſſeffion of her greateſt and fa- 
vourite Object, notwwithſtanding any 
 Machinations of Pruner to the contrary; 
and there are perhaps ſome as cogent 
Reaſons to incline the King of Pruſſia 
RE thoſe Conditions is 


men be has kitherts defended 
| himſelf beyond Belief, he muſt no doubt 
be ſenſible that the Loſs of moſt of His 
utter Impracticability of recruiting his 


Armies in Countries already almoſt en- 


tirely depopulated, the ſmall Hopes left 
of purchaſing the Neutrality or Inacti- 
vity of Ruſſia, render his Situation every 
Day more and more deſperate, ſince e- 
ven Victories over ſuch numerous and 
formidable Armies, muſt, in a ſhort 


, Of | Time, 
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: Time, cutoff all further Reſources with 
the Men he loſes in acquiring them, 
The Recovery even of Saxony (ſhould 


he be able to compaſs it) can giye him | 


but flight Hopes, as it is much to be 
queſtioned whether the Poſſeſſion of it 
during the Winter, will ſufficiently make | 
him amends, for the many. Thouſands 
be has loſt in the Undertaking. Such 
being the preſent untoward Situation of 
his Affairs, it is probable he will not be 
fo deaf to all Accommodation, as to 
refuſe, in Compenſation for the preca- 
ON and diſputed Poſleffions of S;/efia, 
| the peaceable Surrender of one of the 
fineſt Countries in Europe 3 populous, 
rich and fruitful, and on all Sides de- 
fended by Fartifications of greatStrength; 
a Country which muſt ſecure to him 
for ever ſo powerful and heneficial an 
FAI 
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Alliance: as that of Great Britain which, 
by its Proximity, will ever be at Hand 
to ſhare in its Defence.  Auptria even, 
now his implacable Enemy, „ would 
then probably be reckoned amongſt his 
Allies. Flanders once alienated, that 
Family could have no Views nor Hopes 
of recovering it, and having i no other 
Subject of Contention with him, (for 
Brandenburgh will not excite. much 
Envy) they would readily ſeize any Op- 
| portunity of recovering from France | 
thoſe fine LEE which it has gra- 
dually extorted from them. The Pruf- 
fan. Monarch will, no doubt, view that 
Country i in a very different Light, from 
what it appears at Vienna, where the 
Accompt of Debtor and Creditor will 
certainly ſhew the Poſſeſſion more ho- 
nourable than advantageous. Halber- 
|  fladt, 
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2 a Chain whigh. cafiy connects it 
with his German Dominions, and ten- 
ders the Inſpection and Defence | of it 
ene Its Angular; natural Riches and 
Advantages, called forth and im aproved 
under the Influence of ſo vigilant and 
penetrating a Prince, would in a ſhort F 
time, \renger it, no doubt, 25 ; well the | 
moſt c opulent, as the wy WY 5 
e e, dee bo 


to oldslaaniot bag Won 6 831 3207 


N to the Flemings themſelves, pro . 
ed. they were. ſufficientiy "ſecured i in 
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"thei ancient'E Privi ege 85 aud eRabli y 
k Rel on, to which they r have 6 ever been 
_Zealc ouſly ſly attached, there is little doubt | 
but they would think khemfefbes happy | 
in a change of Maſters, which would 


Sire them the "Hope s of ſeeing their 
g | C a= 10 2113 20 18000 
* Prince 
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Prince often refiding amongſt chem, und 
above all afford them a reaſonable Proſ- 
pect of reviving in ſome Degree their 
decayed Trade, the chief Profits ef 
which have been 0 long es by che 
Dutch. * cee 
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; Ir TO foteſeen indeed, that the 
firapgeſt and moſt vigorous e 
will be made to this Project by Fran 
and Holland, the former of whi i ms 
thus ſee a new and formidable Mound 


* 


thrown up againſt” its ambitious Views 
and Projects on that Side, and the Hil- 
ter a conliderable Branch of I its preſent 
Trade once more returned iäto its old 
and proper, Channel. But if 0 we 25 | 
; nue to preſerve che great Advantages 
we have ſo gloriouſly gained, and the 
Conſent of the other two Powers is ob- 


tained, | 
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tained, France deſerted by Auftrig, in 


its preſent low Situation, would be yas. 
der Neceſfity of re-purchafing, how un- 
willingly ſoever, ſome, Part of the valu- 
able Conqueſts, we have made on it by 
at leaſt a temporary acquieſcence F and I I 
think there is little Reaſon to apprehend 


dat the King of Prulia would not be 


able to maintain the Poſſeſſion once ac- 
quired, divided,. weak, and pufilani- 8 
mous as the Dutch now are; their Op- 
poſition unſupported by a Land Army, 
againſt the united Reſolves of Eng- 
land, Hanover, Pruſſia and Auſtria, 
would be of little Importance. The 
ſame Reaſons which would make this 
Exchange appear fo dreadful to the 
French, are of courſe evident Proofs of 
the real Advantages that would accrue 
to aN. from it. Beſides the ge- 
| F 2 neral 
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neral Benefit 2 eſtabliſhing : a fa ficient 
Ballance againſt that Power on the Con- 


| tinent, this Nation would have 4 parti- 


cular Intereſt i in thus drawing its Atten- 
tion from Naval Affairs to the De 
of its ow Frontiers, | FO une 


a 
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8 0 1 E : Objections, with Regard t6 
our Intereſts as a commercial Nation, 
I am ſenſible will be ſtarted againſt this 
Project: The two only material ones 
which occur to me, 1 you en belefly 


endeayour to refute, 


2 


© Firſt, Ir will be objected, that by 


introducing ſuch a Prince as the King 
I of Pruſſia, ambitious, enterprizing, and 


active, into Flanders, a Country ſo well 
calculated for Trade, we ſhall ſet up a 


| cn Rival in oy more parti- 


cularly 
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25  cularly if he ſhould revive the Project 
of an Eaft-India Company at Offend; 


zs his endeavouring it even at Embden, 
EY ſhews he wanted, 


* - To this I hall POPs ihe by the 
fame Treaty which puts him in Poſſeſ- 
ſion of the Netherlands, we may ſtipu- 
late in expreſs Terms, that no Ship 
ftom any of its Ports ſhall ever be per- 
mitted to trade into that Part of the 
World; and though much Fidelity to 
"Treaties is not to be expected from 
Princes, yet the Dread of loſing our 
Support and Alliance, and the ſure In- 
terpoſition of the concurrent Intereſts of 
all the trading Nations, will be ſuffici- 
ent Securities for the Obſervance of this 
Article. If it is apprehended that Fan- 
ders may ſtill carry on an evaſive Trade 
To with 
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with the Eaſi- Judi, by the means of 
the already erected Company of Eph 
an; why ſhould not Eaft Friezland be 
ceded by the ſame Treaty to Hanover, 
which has already Pretenſions to it? or 
may it not at leaſt be included. with 
Oftend in the Prohibition? Thus ex- 
eluded from all foreign Branches of 


Trade, Handers would poſſeſs no other 


Commerce than that which ariſes from 
4is own Products: Theſe are at pre- 
ent either exported into France, or into 
other Parts of Europe, through Holland, 


which reaps the chief Benefit of this 


Trade. The Commerce of. our good 


and faithful Allies the Dutch (whoſe | 


- pretended Friendſhip, ' by the by, has 
perhaps been no leſs detrimental to 
England, than the open Enmity of 
| nga will indeed receive ſome De- 
n | triment 


} 


} 


aur own Advantages to their Emgluy 
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ttiment.by this Scheme: But it is to 
be hoped their a has by Gi 
warn us for we . 


granted that the ſame Trade, divided 
betwixt two diſtinct, People of different 
Lhtceeſts; a8 the Dutob and Fleming 
will then be, is likely to be leſs preju- 


adicial to us, than when wholly,uſyrged 


by one Nation, whoſe Commerce is 
certainly already more extenſive than is 
tan, our ee. u id: 
I io lala 1543, ara os How: ; 

ii Secondy. It will be objected that he 
Ang ef Pruſſia, ono Maſter of Han- 


ert, and egually ſuperior to others, in 


Poliiicks, as in every other Thing, may 


"* inclined rather $qienlarge his Domi- 


at nions, 


Mp 


nions, by firing: NE Eule n 


and defenceleſs, than by ſtruggling Witlii 
Difficulty againſt the Power of France, 


2 with the Proſpect of much ſmaller Ac- 
| ___  quiſitions; and that if ouce become 
| | Mlaſter of the United . N 
| their immenſe Trade and Riches, which 
* he would apply in a very different Man- 
ner from what they now do, he might... 


render ' himſelf an over- match even for 
— — of hglnd ag 
France. A _ 44 v4 3044. i644 4 2d ed — 
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To thisitmay be replied, that France, 


as well as Holland, ever watchful of all 
his Motions, will not fail to exert its 
whole Power in defence of that Re- 
publick, which, if ſubdued and re- uni- 
ted to Flanders and his other Domũ- 
nions, under ſuch a Prince, would bid 

: i fair 


* 
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2 fair to ſhake the Monarchy to its very 
Foundations. We too ſhould take an 
cꝗgqqual Alarm at the very Appearance f 
ſuch an Attempt; and one muſt indeed q 
* ſuppoſe. him invincible to imagine he 
could ever compaſs ſo arduous an Un- 


deertaking ia direct Oppoſition to oy. 
EE wh e Powers. 


Theſe in two ringe Objections 

| with reſpe& to our commercial Intereſts, 
which would probably be raiſed againſt 
ſuch a Scheme; and I ſhould think 
theſe. excluſive even of many other Ar- 
guments ſufficient to obviate them. 


* 
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Great Britain, triumphant and ſuc- 
ceſsful as the has of late been, unrivalled 
Miſtreſs of the Seas, and by her Power 
and Influence, holding in her Hands 

G the 


Ugo her, than by facrißeing ſore Part 


cannot ſurely make a owes of — 
--Bleflings which Providence has heaped 


of her Conqueſts to purchaſe for all EU. 
rope Security and Traßcuity, which it 


Bas long fought for, and wich, ſhould a 


Frederick ſtart up in France, would AM 
be as precarigus as ever. Can this be 
more effectually done 'than by forming 
ſuch a Barrier quite round that power⸗- 
ful Kiogdom, as may hencefor ward be 
a ſecure and ſufficient Curb to that Luft 
of Power, and Dominion, which has 
for fone Ages threatened the Liberties 
of all Ellrope. 


